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Contributors’ session outlines and biographies
Welcome and introduction

Julian Webb, Centre Director, UK Centre for Legal Education (UKCLE)

Julian Webb is Director of the UKCLE and Professor of Legal Education at Warwick Law School. His current research focuses primarily on values in the law curriculum, and the political and moral economy of legal education and legal practice. He teaches courses in legal methods, philosophy of law, and the foundations of socio-legal theory. Julian’s publications include the monograph, Professional Legal Ethics: Critical Interrogations (Oxford, 1999) co-authored with Donald Nicolson, University of Strathclyde, and Maughan & Webb’s Lawyering Skills and the Legal Process (2nd ed., Cambridge, 2005). He is on the editorial boards of the International Journal of the Legal Profession, Commonwealth Law and Legal Education, Revista de Educación y Derecho and Legal Ethics, and, until 2008, was a founding editor of the latter. Within his work for UKCLE, Julian is currently leading for the Centre on the ‘Toolkit for Law Teachers’ project.

Introducing the Islamic Studies Network

Lisa Bernasek, Academic Coordinator (Islamic Studies Network), The Higher Education Academy - Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics & Area Studies (LLAS)
Lisa Bernasek will give an overview of the UK Islamic Studies Network, a project of the Higher Education Academy, funded by HEFCE. She will provide some background information on HEFCE’s work related to Islamic Studies, an overview of the aims of the Islamic Studies Network, and information on upcoming activity and how participants can join the network or get involved.


Dr Lisa Bernasek has a PhD in Social Anthropology and Middle Eastern Studies from Harvard University. Her PhD research focused on the collection, exhibition and circulation of North African art and material culture in state museums and North African-run cultural sites in Paris. Lisa has worked for the Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies since October 2007 on projects related to Islamic Studies, and to support the Subject Centre’s work on Languages of the Wider World and Literary and Cultural Studies. She is currently the Academic Coordinator for the Higher Education Academy’s Islamic Studies Network. 

Lead presentation: The dangers of kryptonite: Living with imperfection in the teaching of Islamic law
Nicholas Foster, Senior Lecturer in Commercial Law, School of Law, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.
Law is difficult to teach well. Like life, the problems of which it attempts to solve, law is complex and vast and, like life, to be reasonably well understood needs experience of the world. At the same time, it has its own specific reasoning processes. But at least when one is teaching the law of one’s own value-system and culture, there are links between that law and 
the experience of both teachers and taught, a clear structure, reasonably well defined aims and a well-established resource infrastructure.

Teaching the law of another value-system/culture, such as ‘Islamic Law’ poses additional challenges, including: lack of familiarity with underlying values and culture; boundaries and structure; variety of aims; variety of teachers; variety of audiences and diversity within audiences; language; similarities and differences (comparative law); and resources.

It is easy to fall into the trap of aiming for perfection when dealing with these issues, to try to be a Kryptonian. That path, though, is strewn with blocks of Kryptonite, green (usually) and deadly. On the other hand, living with imperfection should make it possible to achieve realistic, satisfactory objectives.

The purpose of this presentation is to set out some of these issues and provide a starting point for discussion.


Nicholas Foster is Senior Lecturer in Commercial Law, School of Law, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. He was the founding editor of the Journal of Comparative Law and has been Co-Director of the Centre for Islamic and Middle Eastern Law at SOAS. He is a member of the Higher Education Academy’s Islamic Studies Project Advisory Board and the Advisory Group of the Islamic Law Curriculum Development Project. Educated at Trinity Hall, Cambridge (Law and Arabic) and the University of Aix-Marseille III (French Law), he worked for some years as a solicitor in the City of London and elsewhere. Now a full-time academic, his research interests include comparative commercial and corporate law with special reference to Islamic law and the modern law of the Arab Middle East, Islamic finance and corporate law theory. He has written detailed comparative accounts of rahn, kafala and hawala and has just completed studies on Islamic perspectives on the law of business associations. He is working at present on Islamic finance and the role of commerce in the westernisation of law in the Middle East. He has extensive teaching experience and in 2005-6 was awarded the SOAS Director’s Teaching Prize.

Web link to photo and publication list: http://www.soas.ac.uk/staff/staff30950.php.
Open space session: To define priorities and themes/workshops for the group 

Julian Webb, Tracey Varnava, UKCLE & Lisa Bernasek, LLAS

Tracey Varnava is the Associate Director of the UK Centre for Legal Education. Among a range of responsibilities, Tracey represents UKCLE as a member of the Higher Education Academy’s Islamic Studies Network Project planning group and leads the Centre’s activities in this area. 

Other contributor:


Shaheen Mansoor was appointed as a Research Assistant for the Islamic Studies Network Project in January 2010. Her role is to provide support for the development of a range of activities including events, publications and newsletters.

Shaheen studied law at the University of Leicester and went onto study at the Inns of Court School of Law qualifying as a barrister in 2003. In 2007 she was admitted onto the roll of solicitors having completed the Qualified Lawyers Transfer Test. She has practiced in both criminal law and regulatory and corporate defence.
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